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Overin the garden, where the tall grass grew,
Lived a red ladybug and her baby bugs two.
"Chomp," said the mama, "Chomp." said the two,
So they chomped tiny pests where the tall grass grew.

abdomen

Qver in the garden, near an old oak free,
Lived a jumping little cricket and her baby bugs three.
“Jump,” said the mama, "Jump,” said the three,
So they jumped in the shade near the old ook free.

Overin the garden, by the big garden door,
Lived a finy little ant and her baby ants four.
“March,” said the mama, "March.” said the four,
So they marched through the dirt by the big garden deoor.

Qver in the garden, as the day turmed to night,
Lived a glowing firefly and her babies five.
"Shine." said the mama, "Shine." said the five,
So they shined and they glowed as the day tumed to night.
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Introduction

Insects are a fascinating part of the natural world—tiny creatures with big jobs! This Insects Preschool
Circle Time Plan is designed to spark curiosity and wonder as young learners explore the amazing
lives of bugs through engaging, hands-on experiences. Throughout the week, children will discover
what makes aninsect an insect, where they live, how they move, what they eat, and the important
ways they help ourworld.

Through interactive discussions, playful songs, movement games, and creative activities, children will
pretend to march like ants, fly like bees, and shine like fireflies. They'll sort bugs, act out insect
behaviors, feed pretend insects, and even become pollinators in a fun relay game. Each day
includes a thoughtful read-aloud, sensory exploration, and opportunities to build empathy for the
tiny creatures that share our gardens and playgrounds.

Whether children are already bug lovers or just meeting insects for the first fime, this plan will inspire
discovery, laughter, and learning—all while laying the foundation for science and nature
appreciation. Getready for a week full of wiggles, wings, and wonder!

What's Included:
1. Detailed Circle Time plans
Each day of the week s planned with a structured circle tfime agenda that includes:
= Infroduction: A brief and captivating introduction to the daily theme, setting the stage for
the day's activities.
» Song: A fun and educational song related to the daily theme, designed to engage
children andreinforce learning through music and movement.
* Read aloud and discussion: A carefully selected picture book paired with thought-
provoking discussion questions to enhance comprehension and encourage interaction.
» Activities: Creative and hands-on activities that complement the day's theme, fostering
gross and fine motor skills, creativity, and critical thinking.

2. Posters and props
Enhance Circle Time with visual and tactile aids:

» Posters: Vibrant posters featuring the lyrics and illustrations for each daily song, making it
easy for children to follow along and participate. The product also includes non-fiction
posters, providing educational content alongside the fun.

* Props: Printable props related to each song and theme help bring the songs and stories to
life and engage childrenininteractive play.

3. Printables for all activities:
Not all days include activities that require printables. However, optional printables are included for
each day if you would like to use them. They include:
Group activity printables
*  Worksheets
Crafttemplates

Why You'll Love This Resource:

« Comprehensive and convenient learning: A complete week of themed learning activities and
resourcesin one packet.

* Easy to use: Detailed plans, printables, and props make it straightforward to create a dynamic
and engaging circle fime experience.

* Educational and entertaining: Each component is designed to be both educational and fun,
keeping children excited andinvolved.

Happy Teaching:)



INnsects

Objective

Read Aloud

Activity

Day

What Are Insects?

Children will learn the
characteristics that
make an insect an
insect.

Book: "Bugs Are Insects" by
Anne Rockwell

Discussion: What makes
an insect an insect?
ldentifying body parts and
characteristics that all
insectsshare.

Insect Sorting

Children sort images into
“Insects” and “Not
Insects”

Materials: Pictures of
animals and insects,
headers labeled “Insects”
and "NotInsects.”

Day

How Do Insects Move?

Children will explore
how different insects
move (crawl, fly, hop,

wiggle).

Book: “Some Bugs” by
Angela DiTerlizzi

Discussion: How different
insects move — crawling,
flying, jumping, and
wiggling.

Move Like an Insect
Children move like
different insects by acting
out how they crawl, fly,
hop, or wiggle based on
picture prompfs.
Materials: Open space,
insect picture cards.

Day

Where Do Insects Live?

Children will discover
different insect habitats
and why insects live in
certain places.

Book: "A Good Place" by
Lucy Cousins

Discussion: Where insects
live and why they need the
right habitat to survive.

Insect Habitat Sorting
Children match insect
pictures to their correct
habitats and discuss why
eachinsectlives there.

Materials: Insect images,
habitat pictures.

Day

What Do Insects Eat?

Children will learn about
what different insects
eat and how they find
theirfood.

Book: “In the Tall, Tall
Grass” by Denise Fleming

Discussion: What insects
eat and how they find their
food.

Feedthelnsect Game
Children match food cards
to insects based on what
they eat and count out how
much food to "feed” them.
Materials: Printable insect
faces with mouths, food
cards with quantity
insfructions.

Day

How Do Insects Help Us?

Children will understand
the importance of
insectsin nature.

Book: ‘I love Insects” by
Lizzy Rockwell

Discussion: Why insects are
important and how they
help plants, animals, and
people.

Pollination Relay

Children act like bees,
transferring “pollen”
between flower cups to
learn how insects help
plants grow.

Materials: Cotton balls
(pollen), cups with flower
pictures.

Preschool Circle Time: Insects by Lavinia Pop © 2025




INnsects

Day 1: What Are Insects?

Children willlearn the characteristics that make aninsect aninsect.

Infroduction

Ask the children, "Whatis a bug?" Let them share theirideas. Then ask, "Do you think all bugs are insects?2" Explain
that some bugs are insects, but not allbugs are. Guide the discussion foward understanding that insects have six
legs, three body parts (head, thorax, abdomen), and many have wings and antennae. Show pictures of
different small creatures like ants, butterflies, ladybugs, spiders, worms, and bees and ask, "Which ones do you
think are insectse" Discuss how insects are different from other bugs like spiders and worms.

Song

“Overinthe Garden” (Tune:"Overinthe Meadow")

Over in the Garden

Prop: Insect number props

Action: Encourage children to sing along and act out each insect's
movement. Have them flap their arms to buzz like bees, pinch their

fingers o chomp like ladybugs, crouch and jump like crickets, marchin -\ & ™. A
place like ants, and twinkle their fingers to shine like fireflies. pL "%*Q{gg!ﬁ;
Read Aloud & Discussion

Book: "Bugs Are Insects" by Anne Rockwell @“m BUGS ARE

iy’ INSECTS

Before Reading: "Have you ever seen a bug outside? Some bugs are
insects, but others are not! Let’sread and find out what makes aninsect
special.” »
After Reading: "What did we learn about insectse What are the three [
main body parts¢ Do all insects have wings? Can you name an insect
you have seen before?”

Activity

Insect Sorting Doy 1 Achysongrecs

;‘ Fp Ay
Materials: Pictures of different animals and insects, headers labeled LY. S AT
“Insects” and “Not Insects.” e ddiaal

msects
Activity: Show the children a picture of an animal orinsect. Ask them to
decide whether it belongs in the "Insects’ cafegory or "Not Insects” not x I W
category. Discuss why each creature belongs in its category (e.g., . } PP
"Doesithavessixlegse""Doesit have three body partse"). InSecis
Extension: Take the children outside to look for real insects. Have them !m! \
describe what they see and decideifitisaninsect ornot.

Preschool Circle Time: Insects by Lavinia Pop © 2025



Circle Time Song Posters and Props

This section includes all song posters and props.

- QOverinthe Garden complete song poster
- Overinthe Garden verse song posters

o pbeenumberprop

o |ladybugnumber prop

o cricket number prop

° antnumber prop a2 RN NYA ™
o firefly number prop YA AY AN

Over in the Garden

|B Over in the Garden

|0 Over in the Garden

|0 Over in the Garden

he Garde
@i g . *:

door, *
|© Overinthe Garden | nt *=
- ee, four. 9
© Over in the Garden z fie cricket namo, # —
wwwww — grew, - s three. our, to night. * 2
Over in the garden, S ama, 6 hrough the dirt % *
= two. ree, door. %

two, fee.

"Buzz," said the mama,

“Buzz," said the one,

So they buzzed in the blooms &
In the warm morning sun. A
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Over in the Garden

tune: Over in the Meadow

Over in the garden, in the warm morning sun,
Lived a buzzing little bee and her baby bee one.
"Buzz," said the mama, "Buzz," said the one,

So they buzzed in the blooms in the warm morning sun.

Over in the garden, where the tall grass grew,
Lived a red ladybug and her baby bugs two.
"Chomp," said the mama, "Chomp," said the two,
So they chomped finy pests where the tall grass grew.

Over in the garden, near an old oak tree,
Lived a jumping little cricket and her baby bugs three.
"Jump,” said the mama, "Jump," said the three,
So they jumped in the shade near the old oak tree.

Over in the garden, by the big garden door,
Lived a tiny little ant and her baby ants four.
"March," said the mama, "March," said the four,
So they marched through the dirt by the big garden door.

Over in the garden, as the day turned to night,
Lived a glowing firefly and her babies five.
"Shine," said the mama, "Shine," said the five,
So they shined and they glowed as the day turned to night.
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= F/'\! MY ‘gy‘

e
NGRS

Jmm 1 ‘

-

Preschool Circle Time: Insects by Lavinia Pop © 2025



Classroom Posters

This section includes posters you might like to display in your classroom.

Insects

Some Bugs are NOTInsects
Insects onthe Move

Insect Homes

Insect Diets

Helpful Insects
Non-fictioninsects posters:
o Ant

o Ladybug

o Bee

o Fly

o Grasshopper
o Beetle

o Wasp

o Caterpillar

o Butterfly

o Praying Mantis
o Cockroach
o DungBeetle

o Flea

o Cicada

> Moth

o Dragonfly
o Cricket

o Firefly

o StickInsect
o Earwig

Insects
[ o5 ] 3 bocy pars | 2antenna |

thorax

Some Bugs Are
NOT Insects!

doesn't have 3 body parts

NOT AN INSECT

Insects
on the Move
[“craw |y | hop |

=g bufferty koydia
ladybug boo taa
— orashopper

cnckmach

Insect Homes
28

underground

LT
flowers & gardens arass & fields

Insect Diets

Helpful Insects
pest controters | dacompsers

They help plants  Thay 8ot harmill Ty breck clown
grew by moving bugs! waste ond deod
potan!
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Insect Homes

frees water

flowers & gardens grass & fields
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Ladybug

Ladybugs are small, round insects with bright red or
orange shells and black spots. They are helpful bugs
because they eat tiny plant-eating insects like aphids.
Ladybugs have six legs, antennae, and wings under
their hard shells. They crawl on leaves and flowers and
sometimes fly from plant to plant. Ladybugs like warm,
sunny weather and are often found in gardens.

Preschool Circle Time: Insects by Lavinia Pop © 2025




INsecCTts
Activities & Worksheets

This section includes all the necessary lesson printables, along with some additional activities
and worksheets. You can use these pages as outlined in the lesson plan or on different days,
depending on your needs.

Day 1: What Are Insecis?

o Lesson Activity: Sorting Insects
o Additional Activity: Sorting Insects: Insects | NotInsects
o Additional Activity: Label the Insects

Day 2: How Do Insects Move?

> Lesson Activity: Move Like an Insect Nk

o Additional Activity: Pre-Writing Practice =1 AL %

o Additional Activity: Sorting Insects: Insects that Crawl | 4! Ve |:| L :i

Insects that Flye - rrd !l o
Day 3: Where Do Insects Live? B o] e

> Lesson Activity: Sorting Insects to Habitats § o = 0| e ==

> Additional Activity: Where do Insects Live2 scey PO |-t S s

G o 4 -

o Additional Activity: Insects Scavenger Hunt % |

-ﬁ%"m_ _:.’:‘ | ;,EL -v;.J ««L

Day 4: What Do Insects Eat? s ==

o Lesson Activity: Feed the Insects o I Rﬁg%’( 4_7 2

> Additional Activity: Sharing Leaves C [ P 5

o Additional Activity: Counting Insects &~ @

08 8 :

vl e 8

Day 5: How Do Insects Help Us?

o Lesson Activity: Pollination Relay
o Additional Activity: Colorby Code
o Additional Activity: Coloring Page
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Day 1 Activity: Sorting Insects

Print, laminate and cut out. If using on a felt board, attach velcro to the back of each piece. If using on @
white board, attach magnetic strips to the back of each piece.

insects
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grasshopper dragonfly
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millipede
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