pond animals

CIRCLE TIME

circle time plans | songs | posters | activities | printables

Name:

Name: oo Inapcnccdchch e Fret A oy 17 |

Label the Fish

Cutend pasta e Kbak n e Comest b

Pond Animals on the Move

@

-

Trace Insids AN ROt 1 510w how OCT OréIOK MOVES

& _ 4

Slide, slide. slide!
Hop. hop. hop!

Frog Life Cycle

Name:

Fish Addition to §

€t out e pichres aNa po3ts Them 1o show 1he
lie cycie ol o frog.

o

ot et e i, Use fham e count and
seive Bach oakilion sentenc

Crawl, crawl, crawl!

5 Frame

Prace the fsh couten i e § frame o help 206

FAANAANANA

scales

Zip, zoom, zip!

e

Sorting Insects

CUl i paste e DiEhTES n I8 CoTect box

livesina
Pond

Does Not
Live in a Pond

a Duck

head

arts of

tail

feathers
wing

webbed feet

Prmich i T, Pered i o Lnd o 82505

Life Cycle

pole with
nd legs

Prcichasi Coc T Perd v b enéi o 3005

Frog

=0

tadpole

Frog 7
i I i th onland andin

frogs are amazing animals IhAci live bof J

wu?er. They hatch from eggsin the pond and start’ life s

eatinsects and sing with “ribbif” sounds.

Lavinia Pop

ing
tadpoles. Frogs grow strong legs for jurmpi

tnei'?tuil s they become adulfs. They have lsmonm. wef
skin and breathe through their lungs and skin. Frogs love
to sit on lily pads and near the waters edge, where they

‘ive Green
peckled Frogs

reen and speckled frogs

3t on a speckied iog,

most delicious bugs. Yum! Yumt
Jurnped into the poal,

e it was nice and cool.

I green speckled frogs. Glub! Giub!

Greon ond speckied fogs...
P groen and speckled frogs...
green and speckiad frogs
'Freen and speckied frog, .

and lose

Paizho Coch Tarw: o Aiess o L b 2225




Pond Animals

PRESCHOOL CIRCLE TIME

5 lesson plans | songs | posters | activities | printables

| \ i s
Label the Fish j |
mals on the Move Cut o paite e kot In e Comect box
:ﬂfx::nwr 0w T SOCH GNITIG MOVES Frog Life Cycle

€t out e pichres aNa po3ts Them 1o show 1he
lie cycie ol o frog.

Sorting Insects

St ond st e pieures n Ihe Camect bax,

&

Slide, slide, slide!
\U livesina Does Not
. Pond Live in a Pond
W/\/A/\Aﬁ
Waddle, waddle, waddle!

&N\

Crawl, crawl, crawl!

g U § B

FAANANANA

Zip, zoom, zip!

________

arts of a Duck Frog
2 head Life CYCIG

‘ive Green
peckled Frogs

reen and speckled frogs

at on a speckied leg.

most delicious bugs. Yum! Yumt
Jumped info the poat,

e it was nice and cool.

r green speckled frogs, Glub! Glub!

feathers

Sroen and speckied frogs..
raen and specied froge...
. @reen ond speckled frogs
O rean and speckied frog,
° -
.

eggs
Frog

mazing animals that live both onland andin
‘. “ :i?éf ;f\:y hnrcl?ham eggsinthe pond qt}d start wale s
tadpoles. Frogs grow strong legs for jumping and mseT
e tadpole thelr toil os they become adults. They have lsmoom.‘we
g1 skin and breathe theough their fungs and skin. Frogs r$s\wa s
1o <it on lily pads and neor Therwmers edge, where they
eatinsectsandsing with “ribbit” sounds.

Preichooi Cac T Perst Aimc ko Levirics Po 3008

o Coctn e ot Ao L o 202
Name:

wiggle

@ Turtie Life Cycle ;» "
i

Ut o1 0 ichunes e passs ham :
e cycle of a furtle. Ppivem fothew the §

h
like & frag like @ fis

waddle

e 1 %

m Kinder-Resources.com

Lavinia Pop



Thank YV OU for downloading this product; | hope you will enjoy

using it and that it will be a valuable resource for you! | value your
feedback, so please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any
concerns whatsoever as | willendeavour to address them. And if you like
what I've done, please let me know by leaving feedback at my online

store ;)

lavinia@kinder-resources.com
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Introduction

Welcome to a week of hands-on exploration and discovery as we dive into the world of
ponds! This Pond Preschool Circle Time Plan is designed to spark curiosity and wonder through
interactive lessons, engaging stories, and creative play. Children will explore the animals,
plants, and life cycles that make ponds so special, while building foundational skills in
language, science, and movement. Through sensory-rich activities and thoughtful
discussions, your preschoolers will connect with nature and deepen their understanding of
pond life in fun and meaningfulways.

What's Included:

1. Detailed Circle Time plans

Each day of the weekis planned with a structured circle time agenda thatincludes:

» Infroduction: A brief and captivating infroduction to the daily theme, setting the

stage forthe day's activities.
Song: A fun and educational song related to the daily theme, designed to engage
children andreinforce learning through music and movement.
Read aloud and discussion: A carefully selected picture book paired with thought-
provoking discussion questions to enhance comprehension and encourage
interaction.
Activities: Creative and hands-on activities that complement the day's theme,
fostering gross and fine motor skills, creativity, and critical thinking.

2. Posters and props
Enhance Circle Time with visual and tactile aids:

» Posters: Vibrant posters featuring the lyrics and illustrations for each daily song,
making it easy for children to follow along and participate. The product also includes
non-fiction posters, providing educational content alongside the fun.

*  Props: Printable props related to each song and theme help bring the songs and
stories to life and engage childrenininteractive play.

3. Printables for all activities:
Not all days include activities that require printables. However, optional printables are
included foreach day if you would like to use them. They include:
Group activity printables
»  Worksheefts
Crafttemplates

Why You'll Love This Resource:

e Comprehensive and convenient learning: A complete week of themed learning activities
andresourcesin one packet.

* Easy to use: Detailed plans, printables, and props make it straightforward to create a
dynamic and engaging circle time experience.

* Educational and entertaining: Each component is designed to be both educational and
fun, keeping children excited andinvolved.

Happy Teaching:)



Pond Animals

Objective

Read Aloud

Activity

Welcometothe Pond!

Children will be

Book: “Over and Under the
Pond” by Kate Messner
Discussion: Animals that

Sorting Pond Animals
Children sort animal picture
cards into two groups:

Day | infroduced to the pond | live above the pond (like | "LivesinaPond”and"Does
1 habitat and identify | ducks and herons) and | NofliveinaPond.”
common animals that | under the pond (like frogs . ) )
live there. and fish). How the pondisa | Materials: Animal picfure
home formany creatures. cards, two cafegory
headers.
Frogs and Turtles Book: “Turtle Splash! Move Like a Pond Animal
Countdown at the Pond” by Children move like different
Children will learn | CathrynFalwell pond animals by copying
qu characteristics of frogs | Discussion: What makes motions such as hopping
and turtles through | turtles splash into the water. like a frog or flapping like a
2 movement and sensory | Other pond animals like | duck. ‘
experiences. frogs and dragonflies. Hoyv Mqieriqls: Pond animal
turtles move on land and in picture cards, openspace.
water.
Ducks and Water Birds Book: "“Just Ducks!” by Duck, Duck, Goose Game
Nicola Davies Children sit in a circle and
Children will identify play the classic game
qu duck features and | Discussion: What ducks do using “duck” and “goose”
3 understand how they | in and around water. How or other pond animals like
live near and on the | they swim, dive, and eat. “frog” and “turtle.”
water. Where ducks go when the
seasons change. Materials: Open space for
alargecircle.
Fish and Underwater | Book: “Fish Eyes: A Book | Magnetic Fish Letter Catch
Friends You Can Count On” by Lois Game
Ehlert Children catch fish using
Day | Children will explore | Discussion: Counting | magnefic rods, then name
4 underwater pond | colorful fish. What fish look | fhe lefter and sound on
creatures and their | like—eyes, fins, tails. How | €achfish.
movements. fish swim and what it feels | Materials: Fish cutouts,
like underwater. magnets, fishing rods, blue
felt or paperpond.
Insects & Amphibians Book: “In the Small, Small | PondProcessArt
Pond’ byDenseFleming | ERLSTen POIn! 8 Pons
Children WI|| review Dis.cussio.n: Tiny pond pcperﬂower;md crepe paper
qu pond animals and | animals like tadpoles, lily pads to create a pond scene.
5 infroduce insects like | dragonflies, and frogs. How .
Materials: Blue/green paint,

dragonflies and
amphibians like newts.

animals change as they
grow. What lives in a pond
throughout the seasons.

tissue paper, crepe paper,
paintbrushes, glue, white
cardstock.
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Pond Animals

Day 1. Welcome to the Pond!

Children willbe infroduced to the pond habitat and identify common animals that live there.

Infroduction

Ask, “What do you think lives in a pond?2” Show a picture or poster of a pond and point out the water,
plants, mud, and animals. Explain that a pond is a small body of still water where many animals live,
swim, or rest nearby. Say, “Some animals stay above the water, and others live underneath it!” Ask,
“Have you everseen apond beforee What did you notice2”

S O n g Five Green

“Five Green and Speckled Frogs” oo g

Props: Log and Frogs (X5)

Actions:
See Circle Time Props Section

Read Aloud & Discussion
Book: “Overand Underthe Pond” by Kate Messner

Before Reading: “What do you think a pond looks like¢ Have you ever
seen one?"” Explain that this book will show us the world above the
pond, where birds and people can be, and below the pond, where
animals live and hide.

After Reading: “What animals did we see above the pond? What
about under the pond?” Talk about how some animals, like ducks and
herons, stay on top, while others, like frogs and fish, live underneath. Ask
children which animal was their favorite and where that animal lives in
the pond.

Activity

Sorting Pond Animals T —
e | :

Materials: Picture cards of various animals, two headers labeled: “Lives IVE_

inaPond” and “Does Not Live in aPond” Pond \/

Activity: Show the children a picture of an animal. Ask them to decide
whether it belongs in the "Lives in a Pond" or "Does Not Live in a Pond" -
. . . > : .~ | /Does Not |
category. Encourage discussion by asking guiding questions like:
“Have you seen this animal in water before?¢” “Does this animal swim or Live ina I
live near water2” “Where does this animal build its home?2” Talk about Pond x u
why each animal fits into its category and help the children describe =
where the animallives and what it might do there. =
Extension: Turn the activity info a movement game by labeling one .
side of the room “Pond” and the other “Not a Pond.” Show an animal
card and have children move to the side that matches where the
animallives.

Preschool Circle Time: Pond Animals by Lavinia Pop © 2025



* Five Green and Speckled Frogs
complete song poster

Circle Time Song Posters and Props

o

o

o

o

o

o

This section includes all song posters and props.

log
frogs (x5)

Five Little Ducks
complete song poster

mother duck
ducklings (X5)

Preschool Circle Time: Pond Animals by Lavinia Pop © 2025
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Five Green
and Speckled Frogs

Five green and speckled frogs
Sat on a speckled log,
Eating some most delicious bugs. Yum! Yum!
One jumped into the pooal,
Where it was nice and cool.
Now there are four green speckled frogs. Glub! Glub!

Four green and speckled frogs...
Three green and speckled frogs...
Two green and speckled frogs...
One green and speckled frog...

Preschool Circle Time: Pond Animals by Lavinia Pop © 2025



Circle Time Props

Print, laminate and cut out. If using on a felt board, attach velcro to the back of each piece. If using on a
white board, attach magnetic strips to the back of each piece.

Print multiple copies and attach to craft sticks for children to use (optional).

Actions:
Five green and speckledfrogs (Hold up 5 fingers and “hop"” them like frogs)
Satonaspeckledlog (Sit fingers on “log” made with arm)

Eating some most delicious bugs. Yum! Yum! (Pretend to catch and eat abug —rub tummy)
One jumped into the pool (Make one fingerhop into the “water”)
Where it was nice and cool (Fan face or wave arms like water)
Thenthere were four green speckled frogs. (Hold up 4 fingers)
Glub, glub! (Make bubble or swimming motions)
Repeatwith:4...then 3...then2...then 1...

Last verse: Thenthere were no green speckled frogs.

(Hold hands outin ashrug—no fingers up)
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Classroom Posters

This section includes posters you might like to display in your classroom.

Pond
WhatisaPond?
Who Livesin a Pond@
Parts of a Frog

Frog Life Cycle

Parts of aTurtle
Turtle Life Cycle
Parts of a Duck

Duck life Cycle

Parts of a Dragonfly

Dragonfly Life Cycle
Parts os a Fish

Fish Life Cycle
Non-fiction posters:
o Frog

o Turtle

o Duck

o Dragonfly

o Fish

o PondSnail

o Mosquito

o Leech

o Newt

o Pond Skater
o  WaterBeetle

o Heron

o Kingfisher
o Cooft

o Swan

o Oftter

o Beaver

_ Whg’r is a Pond?

.‘-,,;P‘ivln?,:-,.‘ .

e

Parts of a Frog Frog Parts of a Turtle Turtle
Life Cycle W
\!wl «7 ‘Jm-"‘-! ~
webbed body wﬁ"'—" tadpole ‘ \1991 \m/
Parts of a Duck Duck Parts of a Dragonfly
" Life Cycle Dragonfly Life Cycle

tail

feathers
wing

wing

bl anfennae

- webbed feet hatching " et eg oY andomen -
Parts of a Fish
Fish Life Cycle

- fop fin
dorsal fin
[coudal fin) t )

schles
sice fin
bottdm fin [Pectoral fin

nddy [pelvic fin)

adutt

N

N&./

Frogs Cre amazing orimas thatlive both onland andin

folkw hest miatties ewenywhere!
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Parts of a Frog

eyes

6\0

Nnose leg

webbed /

foot
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Duck
Life Cycle

e
duckllng

N °'/

hatchling
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Duck

Ducks are birds that live near ponds, lakes, and streams.
They have waterproof feathers and webbed feet to
help them swim. Ducks float on water and dip their
heads to find plants and bugs to eat. They build nests
near the shore and lay eggs. Ducks can walk, swim, and
fly. When they are on the water, they often stay with
their families—baby ducks are called ducklings and
follow theirmother everywherel

Preschool Circle Time: Pond Animals by Lavinia Pop © 2025




Pond Animails
Activities & Worksheets

This section includes all the necessary lesson printables, along with some additional activities
and worksheets. You can use these pages as outlined in the lesson plan or on different days,
depending on your needs.

Day 1: Welcome to the Pond!

. . . ivesina E
> Lesson Activity: Sorting Animals "Pond 4 [
o Additional Activity: Sorting Pond Animals : L
o Additional Activity: Biggest Animals Eg:sinNg \: _7

Pond x

Day 2: Frogs and Turtles
o Lesson Activity: Move Like a Pond Animals
o Additional Activity: Pre-Writing Practice
o Additional Activity: Frog and Turtle Life Cycle

Day 3: Ducks and Water Birds

o Additional Activity: Counting Ducks
o Additional Activity: Missing Letters

Day 4: Fish and Underwater Friends
o Lesson Activity: Magnetic Fish Game
o Additional Activity: Label the Fish
o Additional Activity: Fish Addition

Day 5: Insects & Amphibians =gl T
o Additional Activity: Dragonfly Shapes 4?{ p “

o Additional Activity: AnimalShadow Match /2‘ *
TR

== b -
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Day 1 Activity: Sorting Pond Animals

Print, laminate and cut out. If using on a felt board, attach velcro to the back of each piece. If using on a
white board, attach magnetic strips fo the back of each piece.

' A

Livesina
Pond '’

Does Not
Live in @
Pond
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pond snail
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kangaroo
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N O m e : Day 2 Preschool Circle Time: Pond Animals by Lavinia Pop © 2025

Pond Animals on the Move

Trace inside each path to show how each animals moves.

S5 (o)
(0-> {

Slide, slide, slide!

Hop. hop, hop!

7\ N

Waddle, waddle, waddle!

|

—

|

—

G NE

i

Crawl, crawl, crawl!

FAANANANAY
‘ \\It

Zip, zoom, zip!
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20 printable activities for Preschool and Kindergarten
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20 bugs and insects

animal tangram

TASK CARDS

32 animal cards | 2 opficns: with tangram pieces define and without

frog
LIFE CYCLE

Cut & Past

Activities | Posters | Student Mini Book | Worksheets
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