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Thank YV OU for downloading this product; | hope you will enjoy

using it and that it will be a valuable resource for you! | value your
feedback, so please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any
concerns whatsoever as | willendeavour to address them. And if you like
what I've done, please let me know by leaving feedback at my online

store ;)

lavinia@kinder-resources.com
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Introduction

Welcome to a week of hands-on adventure beneath the waves! This Ocean Preschool
Circle Time Plan invites children to explore the wonders of the sea through creative play,
engaging songs, and interactive activities. From colorful fish to splashing dolphins and
crawling crabs, preschoolers will dive into ocean life while building early skills in language,
science, and fine motor development. With sensory-rich crafts, playful movement, and
thoughtful discussions, your little learners will connect with the ocean world in fun and
meaningfulways.

What's Included:
1. Detailed Circle Time plans
Each day of the week s planned with a structured circle time agenda thatincludes:
= Infroduction: A brief and captivating infroduction to the daily theme, sefting the
stage forthe day's activities.
= Song: A fun and educational song related to the daily theme, designed to
engage children andreinforce learning through music and movement.
= Read aloud and discussion: A carefully selected picture book paired with
thought-provoking discussion questions to enhance comprehension and
encourage interaction.
= Activities: Creative and hands-on activities that complement the day's theme,
fostering gross and fine motor skills, creativity, and critical thinking.

2. Posters and props
Enhance Circle Time with visual and tactile aids:
= Posters: Vibrant posters featuring the lyrics and illustrations for each daily song,
making it easy for children to follow along and participate. The product also
includes non-fiction posters, providing educational content alongside the fun.
= Props: Printable props related to each song and theme help bring the songs and
stories to life and engage childrenininteractive play.

3. Printables for all activities:
Not all days include activities that require printables. However, optional printables are
included foreach day if you would like to use them. They include:

= Group activity printables

=  Worksheets

= Crafttemplates

Why You'll Love This Resource:

e Comprehensive and convenient learning: A complete week of themed learning
activitiesandresourcesin one packet.

e Easy to use: Detailed plans, printables, and props make it straightforward to create a
dynamic and engaging circle time experience.

* Educational and entertaining: Each component is designed to be both educational
and fun, keeping children excited andinvolved.

Happy Teaching :)



Ocean Animals

Objective

Read Aloud

Activity

Day

Fish

Children will identify key
features of fish (fins, gills,
tail) and describe how
fish move and live
underwater, building
understanding of basic
animal characteristics.

Book: "Rainbow Fish" by
Marcus Pfister

Discussion: Why fish have
fins, gills, and scales. How
sharing can help us make
friends. What fish need to
live in water.

Watercolor Resist Fish
Children draw with white
crayon, then paint fo reveal
patterns.

Materials: Fish femplate,
white crayon, watercolor
paints, brush, water, towel,
googly eyes, glue, marker.
glue, black marker.

Day

Octopuses

Children will learn about
the unique traits of an
octopus, including its
eight arms, suction
cups. and ability to
squirtink.

Book: "My Very Own
Octopus" by Bernard Most

Discussion: How octopuses
use their arms to grab things
and hide. Why they squirt
ink. What makes octopuses
cleverocean animals.

Beaded Octopus Craft
Children cutand decorate
an octopus with beaded
pipe cleanerarms.
Materials: Octopus
template, googly eyes,
glue, hole punch, 8 pipe
cleaners, beads.

Day

Dolphins

Children will recognize
that dolphins are
mammals, not fish, and
explore how dolphins
breathe, communicate,
and live in groups.

Book: "If a Dolphin Were a
Fish" by Loran Wlodarski

Discussion: How dolphins
are different from fish. Why
they need air to breathe.
What dolphins do in their
pod fo stay safe.

Ocean & Sand Sensory Bin
Children explore sea
animalsin water and sand;
sort or create habitats.

Materials: Bin, play sand,
blue water/beads, ocean
animals, shells, scoops,
Cups, gems.

Day

Crabs

Children will observe
how crabs use their
claws and move
sideways, and describe
how their hard shells
help protect them from
danger.

Book: "Clumsy Crab" by
Ruth Galloway
Discussion: How crabs
move sideways and use
claws. Why shells keep
them safe. What helped
the crab feel proud in the
story.

Popsicle Stick Crab Craft
Children build a crab with
popsicle sticks, pipe
cleanerlegs, and beads.
Materials: Crab template,
red popsicle sticks, pipe
cleaners, beads, googly
eyes, glue, marker.

Day

Sharks

Children will understand
that sharks are fish with
cartilage instead of
bones and explore their
important role in the
ocean.

Book: "Smiley Shark" by
Ruth Galloway

Discussion: What sharks
eat and how they help the
ocean. Why not all sharks
are scary. How Smiley
Shark became a hero.

Shark Headband Craft
Children color and wear a
shark headband for songs
orplay.

Materials: Headband
template, crayons,
scissors, tape/stapler,
paper strip.

Preschool Circle Time: Ocean Animals by Lavinia Pop © 2025




Ocean Animals

Day 2: Octopuses

Children will learn about the unique fraits of an octopus, including its eight arms, suction cups, and
ability to squirtink.

Infroduction

Ask, "“What do you know about octopuses?” Show a picture or model of an octopus and point toits long
arms. Explain that an octopus has eight arms with suction cups and lives on the ocean floor, squeezing into
small spaces to hide. If something tries to scare it, the octopus can squirt dark ink and quickly swim away.
Say, "Octopuses are very clever. They can open jars and even change color to blend in with rocks.” Ask,
"Canyou count to eight on your fingers and wiggle your arms like an octopus?2”

S on g o Ocean Animals Animals
Ocean Animals” (Tune: “The Wheels on the Bus”) Verses 1&3 The animals in the ocean o

Swim all around, gle, :

All around, gle, fer
Prop: Octopus All around. Yo% /-\fa

The animals in the ocean * } Cyps A’a

. . . . , Swim all around, r (N

Actions: Versel: Move both hands in a wavy motion like you're | Letssee who we canfind! :

swimming around in a big circle.
Verse 3: Wiggle all fingers and move arms like wiggly
octopuslegs.

Read Aloud & Discussion
Book: “My Very Own Octopus" by Bernard Most 2

Before Reading: “Have you ever seen an octopus? What do you know
about them?” Let children know this fun story is all about a child
imagining what it would be like to have an octopus as a pet. We'lllearn
aboutitslong arms, squirting ink, and clever hiding spots.

After Reading: “What silly things did the octopus do in the storye Where
would you take your octopus friend?” Talk about how octopuses can
change color and squeeze intfo small spaces. Ask, “What would you
name your octopusif you had one?2”

Activity

Beaded Pipe Cleaner Octopus Craft

Materials: Printed octopus and mouth templates, googly eyes, glue,
hole punch, 8 colorful pipe cleaners, assorted plastic beads

Activity: Have each child cut out their printed octopus head from
purple cardstock. Help them glue on two googly eyes and a small pink
paper smile. Punch 8 holes along the flat bottom edge of the octopus
head. Children will choose 8 pipe cleaners and thread one through
each hole, folding it in half and twisting it once to make two arms. Invite
them to slide beads onto each arm to decorate. When finished, help
them bend the ends of the pipe cleaners to keep the beadsin place.

Kinder-Resources.com

Extension: Use the octopus craft for counting and patterning practice.
Have children count the total number of arms or create color patterns
with the beads. Display all octopuses on a class *Ocean Wall.”

Preschool Circle Time: Ocean Animals by Lavinia Pop © 2025



Circle Time Song Posters and Props

This section includes all song posters and props.

Ocean Animals

o

o

o

complete song poster
individual verse posters
fish
octopus C)
dolphin
crab
shark

Ocean Animals

The animals in the ocean
Swim all around,

All around,

All around.

The animals in the ocean
Swim all around,

Let's see who we can find!

1] Ocean Animals

Preschool Circle Time: Ocean Animals by Lavinia Pop © 2025




Ocean Animadils

tune: The Wheels on the Bus

The animals in the ocean swim all around,  The dolphin in the ocean goes jump, jump, splash,

All around, all around. Jump, jump, splash, jump, jump, splash.
The animals in the ocean swim all around,  The dolphin in the ocean goes jump, jump, splash,
Let’s see who we can find! All day long!
The fish in the ocean go swish, swish, swish, The crab on the sand goes click, click, click,
Swish, swish, swish, swish, swish, swish. Click, click, click, click, click, click.
The fish in the ocean go swish, swish, swish, The crab on the sand goes click, click, click,
All day long! All day long!
The octopus arms go wiggle, wiggle, wiggle, The shark in the ocean goes chomp, chomp,
Wiggle, wiggle, wiggle, wiggle, wiggle, wiggle. chomp,
The octopus arms go wiggle, wiggle, wiggle, Chomp, chomp, chomp, chomp, chomp, chomp.
All day long! The shark in the ocean goes chomp, chomp,
chomp,
All day long!

Preschool Circle Time: Ocean Animals by Lavinia Pop © 2025
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Classroom Posters

This section includes posters you might like to display in your classroom.

Ocean Poster (2pages)
Parts of a Fish

Parts of an Octopus
Parts of a Dolphin
Partsof a Crab

Parts of aShark
Non-fiction posters:

o Fish Parts of a Fish Parts of an Parts of a

> Octopus m;“j“ai'%ﬂ,gms Octopus . Dolphir:we

> Dolphin ot s
> Crab id |

o Shark ? - 2

o SeaTurtle j

o Jellyfish sk e | 4 X =l

- Whale e e B

o Seahorse Parts of a Crab Parts of a Shark
o Starfish % =
o Stingray

o SeaAnemone

o SeaUrchin

o Eel /

o Lobster iR L 8 =i
. Coral I L

Fish
Fish ore animals that five underwater n the acean. They
have fns ond fals o belp inem swim and gl o helo
fhem breathe. Most feh ore covered i scales that
prorech i bodies, o oy o e coure b mory
snapes. sizes, Gnd colors. Some fsh v oione
olnrs swim mswmmmagaqmpsmlsdmmmnsn
otplnts, iy crinal, of o . deencing o st

Octopus
G(iwu!ssmemir bodied animaks thot Ive on the ccean
e v gl org s covered i suckers it

asaate o el raosos ond cheri okt lon hom

ol They s verysmar anc can ol probles

pe ticky spots. When they feel scared. they can

S Gk ok el v Gy Q. Oetopeas aat
robs, shrimp, ond ofher smal seanimas,

Dolphin

Bolphins are smart. ploytul animals ot ve in the
ocean. Even though they loak ike fih, dolptins are
mammals. They braathe aif theough o biowhole ond
give birlh o v bobies. Dolphins swimin groups caled
piodks and fak 1o each oher using cicks and whisfes.

Crab

Crabs cre animals with hord shelks that ive in the ocean
and on sandy shares. They hove two big caws for
grobing food and profecting themseives, and eight

e, play.

Shark

Sharks are Iong ocean animals win sham teet and
of

powerul tols. They ore a fype of fih, but insreaa of
bones, her backes ore made of cortlage, which s
safter and bendy.

Sea Turtle

520 furtes are genfle onimass that e In the ccean
They nave NaId snels o protect her bodies and Lse
their fiiopers o swim. Sec turties breatha ar and come

sheir fing to swim ond bakance, Most snarks are fast

ocean healthy by eafing sick or weak creohures.

sand. baby furfles hatch

seaweed, and ofher small seq creatures. Thay con ive

Jellyfish

1&1yfih ore soft, see-through Grimas that float thrcugh
e ocean. They have belnaped Codies and long.
stinging tantocies tat help hem catcn food. Jelyfisn

Whale

vl Even naugh They ING N water, whales are
mammals, ey oisains o ough o Bawnole ang

in fre dork. and athers con be wery finy o o3 big 05 9
person, Thay cift with fhe ocsan curents and eat finy

hales use i
e 131 o e Some wbolet g g 0 1ok 1o

each otner. Tney ea finy orimais caled irl. sl fsh
orsmuid, depending onthe hype of whels.
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Parts of a Crab

claws

eyes

shell legs
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Dolphin
Dolphins are smart, playful animals that live in the
ocean. Even though they look like fish, dolphins are
mammals. They breathe air through a blowhole and
give birth to live babies. Dolphins swim in groups called
pods and talk o each other using clicks and whistles.
They use their flippers to steer and their tails fo swim fast.
Dolphinslove to jump, play, and catch fish to eat.

Preschool Circle Time: Ocean Animals by Lavinia Pop © 2025




Day 2 Activity: Beaded Pipe Cleaner
Octopus Craft

Print on purple cardstock.

O O O O O O O O
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Day 2 Activity: Beaded Pipe Cleaner Octopus Craft

Print on pink paper. Alternatively, have children draw a mouth.
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Sorting Animals
Cut and paste the pictures in the correct box.

Lives in the Does Not Live
Ocean in the Ocean
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