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What's Included & Skills at a Glance

This resource includes five hands-on sensory bin activity sets for practicing early literacy,
math, sorting, name recognition, and fine motor skills. Use the activities during centers,
morning tubs, small groups, intervention, orhomeschool learning.

PACKTHEBACKPACK

Children choose a packing list, find the matching school supply cards, and place them on
the backpack mat.

Skills: Visualmatching ¢ Following directions « School vocabulary e Visual discrimination e Fine motor skills

SCHOOLBUS ALPHABET MATCH
Children find and match window cards to the school bus mats. Activities include same-letter
matching, uppercase and lowercase letter matching, and beginning-sound matching.

Skills: Letterrecognition ¢ Uppercase and lowercase matching ¢ Beginning sounds ¢ Vocabulary ¢ Visual
discrimination

PENCILNUMBER MATCH

Children choose a number cup, then find pencil cards showing the same quantity with
fingers, stars, and ten-frames.

Skills: Numerals and quantities 1-10 ¢ Subitizing ¢ Number representations ¢ One-to-one
correspondence ¢ Fine motor skills

SCHOOLSORTING
Children complete four sorting activities: Crayon Color Sort, Pencil Length Sort, School
Supplies & Toys Sort, and Shape Sort.

Skills: Color and shape recognition ¢ Length comparison © Sorting * Classification ¢ Logical thinking ¢ Fine
motor skills

BUILD MY NAME
Children use an editable name card as a model, find the uppercase or lowercase letter tiles,
build theirname in order, and write it on the mat.

Skills: Name recognition e Letter recognition e Letter order » Uppercase and lowercase letters o Left-to-
right directionality ¢ Name writing

ALSO INCLUDED

Teacher directions ¢ Sensory Bin Setup & Safety guide e lllustrated How to Play cards ¢ More
Ways to Play cards ¢ Storage labels ¢ Editable name cards ¢ Uppercase and lowercase letter
tiles

Recommended for: Preschool ¢ Pre-K ¢ Transitional Kindergarten ¢ Kindergarten e
Homeschool




Sensory Bin Setup & Safety

Sensory bins provide engaging opportunities for hands-on learning, but all materials should
be selected and used with the needs of yourlearnersin mind.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN

* Printtherequired pages on cardstock.

* Cutoutthe activity pieces andlaminate them for durability, if desired.

* Choose a shallow tray or sensory bin that allows children to reach the materials
comfortably.

* Addasensory filler appropriate foryourlearners.

* Place the printable pieces throughout the filler. Some pieces can remain partly visible to
encourage searching and discovery.

* Add child-safe tweezers, tongs or scoops when appropriate.

SAFETY INFORMATION

e Adultsupervisionisrequired at all times.

* These activitiesinclude smallloose parts that may present a choking hazard.

* Notintended for children under 3 years of age.

* Do notuse with children who mouth classroom materials.

* Checkallmaterials for allergies and sensory sensitivities before use.

* Choose fillers and tools that are appropriate for the age, abilities and needs of your
learners.

* Inspectthe materials before each use andremove any damaged pieces.

* The supervising adult is responsible for determining whether each material is suitable for
the children using it.

CHOOSING AFILLER

Suggested fillers vary by activity and are shown on each Teacher Directions page. Consider
the age of your learners, allergies, sensory preferences, and classroom policies when
selecting afiller.

Sensory fillers, containers, tools, and loose parts are notincluded with this printable resource.

STORAGE AND CARE

Store each activityin aseparate labeled bag or container.

Keep all printable pieces and teacher directions together.

Count the pieces before and afteruse.

Wipe laminated pieces clean with aslightly damp cloth.

Allow all materials to dry completely before storing them.

Replace any pieces that become damaged, torn or difficult to clean.

Happy Teaching!
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YOU WILL NEED

Backpack mat

School supply pieces
Packinglist cards

Sensory bin and filler
Optional tweezers ortongs

PREPARATION

1.
2.
3

Print on cardstock.
Laminate for durability.
Cut apart the packing list cards and school

supply pieces.
4,

Add the piecesto the sensory bin.

HOW TO PLAY

1. Choose apackinglist card.

2. Find and count each schoolsupply.

3. Place the suppliesinside the backpack.
4. Clearthe matand choose anothercard.

DIFFERENTIATION

Begin with the first five cards, which use
quantities of 1 and 2. Progress to cards with
larger quantities and totals. Introduce the two
cards containing 0 when children areready to
understand that 0 means none.

LEARNING FOCUS

Counting * One-to-one correspondence * Number recognition
» Understanding zero ¢ Following visual directions

e Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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ROLL AND PACK

1. Choose oneschoolsupply.

2. Rolladie.

3. Find and place that many
matching pieces on the backpack
maif.

4. Clearthe matand play again.

MAKE YOUR OWN PACKING
LIST

1. Write a number beside each supply
on ablank packing list card.

2. Find, count and pack the correct
quantity of eachitem.

COUNT AND COMPARE

1. Choose two types of school
supplies.

2. Findand countagroup of each.

3. Compare the groups. Which has
more¢ Which has fewere Are they
the same?

TEACHER TIP

Laminate the blank packing list cards for repeated use with

dry-erase markers.

© Lavinia Pop







YOU WILL NEED HOW TO PLAY

Schoolbus mats

Window cards

Sensory bin

Black beans and yellow foamrectangles
Optional plastic tongs

Choose aschool bus mat.

Find awindow card.

Name the letter or picture.

Matchit to the correct bus window.

PO~

PREPARATION DIFFERENTIATION

AN~

Print on cardstock. Begin with uppercase matching. Progress to
Laminate for durability. lowercase-to-uppercase matching, then
Cut apart the window cards. infroduce the beginning-sound picture cards.
Add the beans, foam rectangles and cards Start with one bus and add more as children
to the sensory bin. areready.

LEARNING FOCUS Letter recognition e Letter-case matching ¢ Beginning soundse

Visual discrimination ¢ Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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SAME LETTER MATCH

Match each uppercase window to
the same letter on the bus.

Builds lefter recognition

LETTER CASE MATCH

Match each lowercase window to
itsuppercase letteron the bus.

Builds uppercase and lowercase
letter recognition

BEGINNING SOUND MATCH

Name each picture and matchit to
its beginning letter on the bus.

Develops beginning-sound
awareness

Choose the level that best supports your learners.

© Lavinia Pop




BUILD THE BUS LINE

. Arrange the bus mats in

alphabetical order.

Point fo and name the letters from A
toZ.

Add matching windows for extra
practice.

ALPHABET MEMORY MATCH

4,

1. Choose two matching window sets.
2.
3. Turn over two windows and name

Place the windows facedown.

them.
Keep the pairif they match.

WHICH WINDOW DOESN'T
BELONG?

1.
2.

Choose atargetletteron abus.
Place two matching windows and
one that does not match beside the
bus.

Find and remove the window that
doesnot belong.

TEACHER TIP

Encourage children to name each letter or picture and
explain why it matches, or does not match, the target letter.

© Lavinia Pop
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ant nest
bird octopus
carrot | Pp @ pig
dog Qq 5 queen
elephant | Rr l rabbit
fork Ss sock
goat Tt turtle
hat Uu umbrella
Li @ igloo Vv “ van
Jj jam Ww ‘ watermelon
Kk kite Xx [l x-ray
LI . leaf Yy % yarn
Mm monkey | Zz ﬁ zebra
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YOU WILL NEED HOW TO PLAY

* Pencilcup pocket 1.
* Numbercards 1-10
* Pencilrepresentation cards

Choose a number card and place it on
the cup.

2. Find apencilcardinthe sensory bin.
Sensory bin and filler 3. Countthefingers, stars, orten-frame dotfs.
Optionaltweezers ortongs 4. Place matching pencilsinthe cup.
5. Continue until all three matching pencils
are found.
PREPARATION
. _ DIFFERENTIATION
1. Printoncardstock andlaminate.
2. Assemble the pencil cup pocket. Begin with numbers 1-5 and one
3. Cutapartthe numberand pencil cards. representation set. Progress to numbers 1-10
4. Addthe pencilcardsto the sensory bin. and mix all three sets. Ask children to explain

how each pencilmatches the number.

Number recognition ¢ Counting * Quantity matching ¢ Subitizing
LEARNING FOCUS Understanding number representations ¢ Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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ROLL AND FILL

1. Rolladie.

2. Choose the matching number and
placeitonthe cup.

3. Find the three pencils showing that
quantity.

4. Placethe pencilsinthe cup.

ORDER THE PENCILS

1. Choose onerepresentation sef.

2. Arrange the pencilsfrom 1 1o 10.

3. Count each quantity to check the

order.

WHICH ONE DOESN'T
BELONG?

. Choose two pencils showing the

same quantity.

Add one pencil showing a different
quantity.

Find the pencil that does not
belong. Explain why.

TEACHER TIP

Use a standard die for numbers 1-6 or draw a number card

to practice numbers 1-1

0.

© Lavinia Pop







YOU WILL NEED HOW TO PLAY

* Matsforthe chosensorting activity 1. Choose asorting activity.

* Corresponding sorting pieces 2. Findone pieceinthe sensory bin.

e Sensory bin andfiller 3. Identify its color, length, category, or
* Opftionaltweezers ortongs shape.

4. Placeitonthe matching mat.
5. Continue until every piece has been

sorted.
PREPARATION
1. Printthe mats and sorting pieces on cardstock.
2. Laminate the materials for durability and then cut apart the sorting pieces.
3. Choose one sorting activity and set outits marts.
4. Hide the corresponding piecesin the sensory-binfiller.

Color recognition  Length comparison  Shape recognition
LEARNING FOCUS « Sorting and classification * Visual discrimination

e Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop



SORT IT ANOTHER WAY

4.

1. Choose asetof pieces.
2.
3. Mix them up and sort them using a

Sortthe piecesin one way.

differentrule.
Explain how the pieces in each
group belong together.

WHICH ONE DOESN'T
BELONG?

1.
2.

3.

Choose three pieces.

Place two that match and one that
is different.

Find the piece that does not
belong. Explain why.

iiiiiiiiii

_______________________________________________________

MAKE AND CONTINUE A
PATTERN

1.

Choose two or three types of
pieces.

2. Arrange themto begin apattern.
3.
4. Saythe pattern aloudto checkit.

Continue the pattern.

Encourage children to explain their choices and describe
TEACHER TIP the rule they used to sort, compare, ormake a pattern.

© Lavinia Pop
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YOU WILL NEED

Build My Name mat and hame cards
Uppercase and/orlowercase letter tiles
Sensory bin andfiller

Optionaltongs

Dry-erase marker

PREPARATION

1.

2.

3.

Print the mat, name cards, and letter tiles on
cardstock.

Laminate and cut apart the name cards
and tiles.

Hide the required letters and a few
distractorsin the sensory-binfiller.

HOW TO PLAY

Place aname cardinthe READ space.

2. Findthelettersinthe sensory bin.

3. Arrange the letters in order in the BUILD
space.

4. Read the completed name and write it in

the WRITE space.

DIFFERENTIATION

Begin with uppercase letters and only the letters
needed for the child’s name. Progress by adding
distractors, using lowercase letters, matching
lowercase letters to an uppercase name, or
removing the name card before the child writesiit.

—_

LEARNING FOCUS

Name recognition e Letfter recognition ¢ Letter order
* Left-fo-right directionality ® Name writing ¢ Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

FIX MY NAME

1. Choose aname card.

2. Mixup the matchinglettertiles.

3. Rearrange the letters to build the
name correctly.

4. Readthe name tocheckthe order.

WHICH LETTER IS MISSING?

---------------------------- 1. Build the name with the letter files.
M:i 7 L A 2. Askthe childto close theireyes.
_____________ it o Dl | 3. Remove one letter.
j‘ 4. Identify and replace the missing
I letter.
UPPERCASE AND

___________________________

___________________________

LOWERCASE MATCH

1. Choose an uppercase orlowercase
name card.

2. Build the name using tiles in the
othercase.

3. Point to and name each matching
letter.

Encourage children to point fo and name each letter from

TEACHER TIP

left to right. Begin with uppercase letters, then intfroduce

lowercase matching when they areready.

© Lavinia Pop
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