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Thank Y OU for downloading this product; | hope you will enjoy using

it and that it will be a valuable resource for you! | value your feedback, so
please don't hesitate to contact me if you have any concerns whatsoever
as | willendeavour to address them. And if you like what I've done, please
let me know by leaving feedback at my online store.

lavinia@kinder-resources.com

ILLUSTRATIONS Kari Bolt, Little Red, Dancing Crayon Designs, Whimsy Clips, PartyHead Graphics,
Ramona Majdis, Zip-a-Dee-doo-dah-Designs, Bunny on a Cloud, Krista Wallden - Creative Clips,
Creating4 the Classroom, Rainbow Sprinkle Studio - Sasha Mitten, First Class Clipart, ClipArtisan, Muggy Studio

teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kari-Bolt teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Littlered
dancingcrayon.com teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Whimsy-Clips ~ teacherspayteachers.com/StorePartyhead-Graphics
teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ramona-Majdis  teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs
teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Bunny-On-A-Cloud teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Creating4-The-Classroom teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rainbow-Sprinkle-Studio-Sasha-Mitten
teacherspayteachers.com/Store/First-Class-Clipart etsy.com/au/shop/ClipArtisan teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Muggy-Studio

FONTS schoolfonts.com.au teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Ramonam-Graphics

PRINTING TIP This resource is designed for US Letter paper. If you are printing on A4 or another paper size,
select "“Fit to page,” “Shrink to printable area,” or a similar option in your printer settings. Check the print
preview to ensure that no contentis cut off.

Copyright©2026 Lavinia Pop. Allrightsreserved.

TERMS OF USE

Your purchase grants you permission to print and copy this resource for your personal use and use in your own
classroom. Sharing or reproducing this resource for other teachers, additional classrooms, an entire school, or
commercial purposes requires prior written permission from Lavinia Pop. Minor edits are permitted for personal
use only. Edited versions remain protected by copyright and are subject to these same terms. Except as
permitted by law, you may not share, sell, redistribute, or upload this resource, in whole orin part, to websites,
social media, shared drives, or other online platforms without written permission. Unauthorized online
distribution may be reported through a DMCA takedown nofice.

PLEASE BE FAIR AND DON'T SHARE! Thank you forrespecting my work and supporting the time and care that go
into creating these resources. If you are not the original purchaser, please visit www .Kinder-Resources.com to
obtain yourown copy.
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Apple Orchard Letter Match

Turn apple picking intfo playful alphabet
practice! Children search a sensory bin for
apple pieces and match them to the letters on
anapple tfree mat.

This hands on activity supports letter
recognition, uppercase and lowercase
matching, and beginning sounds while
developing fine motor skills. Three levels of play
make it easy to adapt the activity to your
learners.

WHAT'S INCLUDED

* 8 apple tree letter mats: 4 uppercase and 4
lowercase

o 26reduppercase letter apples

26 greenlowercase letter apples
26 yellow picture apples

Beginning Sounds Picture Key
Teacherdirections

Visualhow to play guide

3levels of play

3 additionalways to play

Sensory bin setup and safety guide
Storage label

HOWTOPLAY

1. Choose a tree mat and a matching set of
apple pieces.

2. Searchthe sensory bin and find an apple.

3. Nametheletterorpicture.

4. Match the apple to the correct letter on the
free.

5. Continue until the tree is filled, then check
the matches.

MOREWAYSTOPLAY

e Same Letter Match: Match uppercase
apples to uppercase letters or lowercase
applestolowercase letters.

e Letter Case Match: Match uppercase
applestolowercase letters orlowercase apples
to uppercase letters.

* Beginning Sound Match: Name each

picture and match it to the letter representing
its beginning sound. Use the Picture Key for
support.

SKILLS PRACTICED

Letterrecognition and naming
Uppercase and lowercase matching
Beginning sound awareness

Picture naming and vocabulary
Visual discrimination

Fine motor coordination

Following visual directions
Independent task completion

PERFECTFOR

Preschool and pre-K literacy centers
Kindergarten alphabet practice
Apple and fallthemes

Sensory bin activifies

Small group learning

Morning tubs

Homeschool activities

PREPARATION

Print the mats and apple pieces on cardstock
and laminate for durability. Cut out the apple
pieces along the circular cutting lines, leaving
the tfree mats as full pages. Place the selected
apples in a sensory bin with a suitable filler.
Optional tweezers or tongs provide additional
fine motor practice.

Begin with one tree and its matching apples.
Infroduce more letters and different matching
tasks as children are ready. Review picture
names before beginning sound play.

Teacher note: X is represented by “x-ray,”
which begins with the letter name "“ex,” rather
than the /ks/ sound heardin “fox.”

Adult supervision is required when using sensory
fillers and small pieces.

Happy Teaching )
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Sensory Bin Setup & Safety

Sensory bins provide engaging opportunities for hands-on learning, but all materials should
be selected and used with the needs of yourlearnersin mind.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN

* Printtherequired pages on cardstock.

* Cutoutthe activity pieces andlaminate them for durability, if desired.

* Choose a shallow tray or sensory bin that allows children to reach the materials
comfortably.

* Addasensory filler appropriate foryourlearners.

* Place the printable pieces throughout the filler. Some pieces can remain partly visible to
encourage searching and discovery.

* Add child-safe tweezers, tongs or scoops when appropriate.

SAFETY INFORMATION

e Adultsupervisionisrequired at all times.

* These activitiesinclude smallloose parts that may present a choking hazard.

* Notintended for children under 3 years of age.

* Do notuse with children who mouth classroom materials.

* Checkallmaterials for allergies and sensory sensitivities before use.

* Choose fillers and tools that are appropriate for the age, abilities and needs of your
learners.

* Inspectthe materials before each use andremove any damaged pieces.

* The supervising adult is responsible for determining whether each material is suitable for
the children using it.

CHOOSING AFILLER

Possible fillers include pom-poms, shredded paper, dry pasta, cereal, oats or other
classroom-safe materials. Consider the age of your learners, allergies, sensory preferences
and classroom policies when selecting afiller.

Sensory fillers, containers, tools and loose parts are notincluded with this printable resource.

STORAGE AND CARE

Store each activityin aseparate labeled bag or container.

Keep all printable pieces and teacher directions together.

Count the pieces before and afteruse.

Wipe laminated pieces clean with aslightly damp cloth.

Allow all materials to dry completely before storing them.

Replace any pieces that become damaged, torn or difficult to clean.

Happy Teaching!
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YOU WILL NEED HOW TO PLAY

Apple Orchard letter mats

Red, green, andyellow apple pieces
Beginning Sounds Picture Key
Sensory bin and filler

Optional tweezers ortongs

Choose alettermat and apple set.

Find an applein the sensory bin.

Name the letter or picture.

Matchitto the correctletteronthe tree.
Continue untilthe free s filled.

aohrhOdD -

PREPARATION DIFFERENTIATION

1. Printthe materials on cardstock. Begin with uppercase matching. Progress to
2. Laminate for durability. lowercase-to-uppercase matching, then
3. Cutapartthe apple pieces. infroduce the beginning-sound picture cards.
4. Choose amatchingset. Start with one tree and add more as children
5. Addthe piecesto the sensory bin. areready.

LEARNING FOCUS Letter recognition ¢ Uppercase and lowercase matching e

Beginning sounds ¢ Visual discrimination ¢ Fine motor skills
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SAME LETTER MATCH

Match each apple to the identical
letter.

Builds letter recognition

LETTER CASE MATCH

Match uppercase and lower case
letters.

Builds uppercase and lowercase
letter recognition

00 00 00

BEGINNING SOUND MATCH

Name each picture and match it’s
beginning sound.

Develops beginning-sound
awareness

Choose the level that best supports your learners.
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MATCH IT THREE WAYS

1. Choose atargetletteronaftree.

2. Find the matching uppercase,
lowercase, and picture apples.

3. Name the letter, say its sound, and
name the picture.

APPLE MEMORY MATCH

1. Choose two matching sets of apple
cards.

2. Place the applesfacedown.

3. Turn over two apples and name
them.

4. Keepthe pairif they match.

WHICH APPLE DOESN'T
BELONG?
00 X 1. Choose atargetletteronatree.
(CYDJE] ‘. 2. Place two matching apples and
o @ one that does not match beside the
free.
3. Find and remove the apple that

doesnot belong. Explain why.

Begin with a small group of previously taught letters.
TEACHER TIP Encourage children to name each letter, say its sound, and
explain why the cards match.
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BEGINNING SOUNDS PICTURE KEY

Aa ﬁ ant Nn @ nest

bird octopus
carrot pig
dog queen
. elephant rabbit
Ff % fork sock
.* goat turtle
hat umbrella

Ii @ igloo

JJ jam Ww é watermelon
Kk kite Xx E X-ray

LI leaf Yy % yarn

Mm . monkey lz {ﬁ zebra
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