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What's Included & Skills at a Glance

This resource includes 10 fall sensory bin activities for practicing early literacy, math,
observation, and fine motor skills. Children find leaves, explore the materials, and complete
matching, sorting, counting, and language activities.

Use the activities during centers, morning tubs, small groups, or homeschool learning. Each
activity includes Teacher Directions, anillustrated How to Play card, and a More Ways to Play
card.

1.LEAF SOUP RECIPES

Children follow recipe cards to find, count, and add colored leaf circles to the soup pot mat.
Blank recipe cards let children create their own combinations.

Skills: Counting * Matching numbers to quantities « Colorrecognition ¢ Following visual directions

2. RAKE AND SORTLEAVES

Children use a small toy rake to find leaf circles, name their colors, and sort them onto thered,
orange, yellow, and brown basket mats.

Skills: Colorrecognition ¢ Sorting and classifying ¢ Visual discrimination ¢ Fine motor skills

3. LEAF LETTER MATCH
Children find letterleaves and match them to the free mats. Uppercase and lowercase mats

and pieces support matching identical letters and uppercase-lowercase partners.
Skills: Letterrecognition « Uppercase and lowercase matching e Visual discrimination e Fine motor skills

4. LEAFBEGINNING SOUNDS MATCH

Children name the pictures on the yellow leaves, identify their beginning sounds, and match
them to letters on the lowercase tfree matfs.

Skills: Beginning sounds ¢ Letter-sound matching ¢ Vocabulary e Listening

5.LEAF CLAP AND SORT
Children name the pictures, clap the word parts, and sort the yellow picture leaves onto

baskets showing one clap or two claps. Use only the selected one- and two-syllable words.
Skills: Syllable awareness ¢ Listening ¢ Orallanguage ¢ Sorting

6. FALLLEAVES COUNTING

Children choose a number card from 0-10, find that many leaf circles, and place them on
the tree. Ten-frames provide a visual counting reference.

Skills: Numberrecognition « Counting *« One-to-one correspondence * Matching numbers to quantities




7.LEAF PATTERN PATHS

Children copy AB, AAB, and ABB patterns using colored leaf circles and joined path strips.
Additional activities invite children to continue patterns, create their own, and replace
missing leaves.

Skills: Recognizing and extending patterns ¢ Sequencing ¢ Colorrecognition  Problem-solving

8. LEAF DETECTIVE

Children use a magnifying glass to look closely at leaf shapes and veins, then find the
matching pictures on the mat.

Skills: Observing leaf features ¢ Visual discrimination « Matching ¢ Descriptive vocabulary

9. MEASURE THE LEAVES

Children line up leaf stems to compare lengths, then measure a leaf using a row of fouching
cubes. Additional activitiesinclude ordering leaves and finding equal lengths.

Skills: Comparing and ordering length « Nonstandard measurement « Counting « Math vocabulary

10. WHERE IS THE LEAF?

Children follow eight illustrated position cards to move a leaf in relation to a box. They
describe its position and practice giving and following directions.

Skills: Positionallanguage ¢ Spatial awareness ¢ Listening ¢ Orallanguage

ALSOINCLUDED
* TeacherDirections

* lllustrated How to Play cards

* More Ways to Play cards

* Picture key

» Storagelabels

» Sensory BinSetup & Safety guide
Designed for:

* Preschool

* Pre-K

* Kindergartenreview

Choose activities and starting sets to suit the children’s experience and learning needs.




Sensory Bin Setup & Safety

Sensory bins give children opportunities to explore materials while practicing early learning
skills. Select activities, tools, and fillers to suit the children using them.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN

* Printtherequired pages on cardstock at Actual Size or 100%. Use 2 cm (%4 inch) connecting
cubesforMeasure the Leaves.

Laminate forrepeated use, if desired, and cut out the pieces.

Add ashallow layer of the suggested filler to a tray or sensory bin.

Partly hide the required pieces and place the matching mats or cards beside the bin.
Introduce the materials and model the activity. Begin with a small selection of pieces and
add more as children become familiar with the task.

USING SHARED PRINTABLES

* Reuse the colored leaf circles for Leaf Soup Recipes, Rake and Sort Leaves, Fall Leaves
Counting, Leaf Pattern Paths, and Where Is the Leafe

* Printtwo copies of the colored leaf circles for Leaf Soup Recipes and Leaf Pattern Paths.

* Reuse thelowercase tfree mats from Leaf Letter Match for Leaf Beginning Sounds Match.

* Reuse the yellow picture leaves for beginning sounds and syllable sorting. For Leaf Clap
and Sort, leave out elephant, octopus, umbrella, and watermelon.

CHOOSING AFILLER

Follow the suggestions on each Teacher Directions page. Light tan or brown crinkle paper
and fabric fallleaves are used throughout much of this packet.

Keep the filler shallow and leave some pieces partly visible. Fillers, containers, cubes, and
tools are notincluded.

SAFETY INFORMATION

e Adultsupervisionisrequired.

* These activities contain small loose parts and are not suitable for children under 3 or
children who mouth materials.

* Choosefillers and tools with children’s allergies, sensitivities, and individual needs in mind.

* Modelsafe tooluse andreplace damaged materials.

STORAGE AND CARE

Keep each activity's mats, cards, and directions together in a labeled bag or container.
Keep shared pieces accessible forreuse.

Count the pieces after play. Wipe laminated materials with a slightly damp cloth and allow
them to dry before storing.

Happy Teaching!
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YOU WILL NEED

e Soup potmatandrecipe cards

* Leafpieces (two printed copies)

e Sensory bin

* Brown crinkle paper and a few fabric fall
leaves

* Optionaltweezers ortongs

PREPARATION

Print on cardstock.

Laminate for durability.

Cutapart therecipe cards and leaf pieces.
Add the filler and leaf pieces to the sensory
bin.

PON~

HOW TO PLAY

1. Choose arecipe card.

2. Find and counttheleavesshown.

3. Placetheleavesinside the soup pot.

4. Clearthe matandchoose anothercard.

DIFFERENTIATION

Begin with the first five cards, which use
quantities of 1 and 2. Progress to cards with 3
and 4. Infroduce the two cards containing 0
when children are ready to understand that 0
meansnone.

LEARNING FOCUS

Counting * One-to-one correspondence * Number recognition
» Color matching ¢ Understanding zero e Following visual
directions ¢ Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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ROLL AND MAKE SOUP

1. Chooseoneleafcolor.
2.
3. Find and place that many

Rolladie.

matching leaves on the soup pot
mar.

Clearthe mat and play again.

MAKE YOUR OWN RECIPE

1.

2.

Write a number from 0 to 4 beside
eachleafonablankrecipe card.
Find, count, and add the correct
quantity of each colorto your pot.

o_ @
o 0@

COUNT AND COMPARE

1. Choose twoleaf colors.
2.
3. Compare the groups. Which has

Find and count a group of each.

moree Which has fewere Do they
have the same numbere

TEACHER TIP

Laminate the blank recipe cards for dry-erase use. Keep
eachrecipeto 10leaves or fewer.

© Lavinia Pop
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YOU WILL NEED

Basket sorting mats
Leaf circles
Shallow sensory bin
Fabric fallleaves
Smalltoyrake

PREPARATION

1. Printthe basket mats on cardstock.

2. Laminate for durability and cut out.

3. Spread the fabric leaves in the bin. Tuck the
leaf circles among them.

4. Place the basket mats beside the bin.

HOW TO PLAY

1. Gently rake through the leaves to find a
leafcircle.

2. Name the color of the leaf.

3. Place the circle on the matching basket
mair.

4. Continue sorting. Check each basket.

DIFFERENTIATION

Begin with two baskets and their matching
leaf circles. Introduce all four colors when
ready. For an extra challenge, count and
compare the groups. Which has more, fewer,
orthe same numbere

Color recognition ¢ Sorting and classifying ¢ Visual
LEARNING FOCUS discrimination « Hand and eye coordination ¢ Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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YOU WILL NEED

* Uppercase orlowercase tfree mats

* Letterleafcircles

¢ Shallow sensory bin

* Brown crinkle paper and a few fabric fall
leaves

* Optionaltweezers ortongs

PREPARATION

1. Printandlaminate. Cut out the leaf circles.
2. Place one matbeside the bin.
3. Addfillerand hide the matching leaf circles.

HOW TO PLAY

1. Findaletterleafin the bin.

2. Name theletter, with help if needed.

3. Place the leaf on the circle below ifs
matching letter.

4. Continue until the mat is filled. Check the
matches and play again.

DIFFERENTIATION

Begin with two or three letters, matching the
same case. For a challenge, match
uppercase and lowercase partners.

LEARNING FOCUS

Letter recognition ¢« Matching uppercase and lowercase letters
e Visual discrimination « Hand and eye coordination

e Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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YOU WILL NEED

Lowercase tree mats

Picture leaf circles and picture key
Shallow sensory bin

Crinkle paper and fabric fallleaves
Optional tweezers ortongs

PREPARATION

1. Print and laminate. Cut out the picture
circles.

2. Place onetree mat beside the bin.

3. Add filler and hide the matching picture
circles.

HOW TO PLAY

1. Find apictureleafinthe bin.

2. Name the picture and say its first sound.
3. Placeit below the matching letter.

4. Fillthe mat.Check and play again.

DIFFERENTIATION

Start with 2-3 letters. Model picture names
and sounds. Treat x-ray as an X letter-name
maftch.

LEARNING FOCUS Beginning sounds e Letter-sound matching ¢ Vocabulary

¢ Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop



For use with
Beginning Sounds and Syllables
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Aa ant nest

Bb bird octopus
Cc carrot | Pp @ pig

Dd dog Qq J queen
Ee elephant | Rr ﬂ rabbit
Ff fork sock
Gg goat turtle
Hh hat umbrella
Li @ igloo van

Jj jam Ww ‘ watermelon
Kk kite Xx [ x-ray

LI ‘ leaf Yy % yarn

Mm monkey

2z

0F

zebra

© Lavinia Pop
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YOU WILL NEED HOW TO PLAY

* Clapping basket mats 1. Find apicture leaf.

* Yellow picture leaves: one and two syllables 2. Name the picture, with help if needed.
only 3. Saytheword andclap eachsyllable.
4

* Beginning Sounds picture key Place the leaf on the matching basket
¢ Shallow sensory bin maif.

* Lighttan crinkle paper and fabric fallleaves

PREPARATION DIFFERENTIATION

1. Print and laminate. Cut out the one and two Name each picture and clap together. Begin
syllable picture leaves. with a few familiar words, then add more.

2. Add filler, hide the leaves, and set out both
mats.

LEARNING FOCUS Syllable awareness e Listening * Oral language

* Sorting ¢ Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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YOU WILL NEED HOW TO PLAY

Tree mat and number cards 1. Choose acardand name the number.
Leaf circles 2. Find and count that many leaf circles.

Shallow sensory bin 3. Placetheleavesonthetree.
4

Crinkle paper and fabric fallleaves . Counttocheck. Clearand play again.
Optional tweezers ortongs

PREPARATION DIFFERENTIATION

1. Print and laminate. Cut out the cards and Begin with 1-5, using the dots for support.

leaf circles. Progress to 6-10. Introduce 0 as an empty free.
2. Addfillerand hide the leaf circles.

3. Setoutthe matand numbercards.

Counting * One-to-one correspondence * Number recognition
LEARNING FOCUS * Matching numbers to quantities ¢ Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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FALLING LEAVES

1. Place 1-5leavesonthetree.

2. Letoneleaf“fall” backinto the bin.

3. Count the leaves left and find the
matching number card.

FIX THE TREE

1. An adult places a number card
beside a tree with the wrong
number of leaves.

2. Count the leaves and check the
card.

3. Add or remove leaves to make it
match.

WINDY LEAVES

1. Place some leaves on the tree and
countthem.

2. Pretend the wind moves them.
Rearrange the same leaves on the
mart.

3. Count again. Is the number sfill the

same?

TEACHER TIP

Begin with 1-5leaves. For Fix the Tree, start with just one extra

or missing leaf.

© Lavinia Pop
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YOU WILL NEED HOW TO PLAY

* Pattern cards and path strips 1. Choose apattern card.

* Leafcircles (two printed copies) 2. Find leaves and copy the pattern on the
¢ Shallow sensory bin path.

* Crinkle paper and fabric fallleaves 3. Pointtoeachleafand checkthe pattern.
* Optionaltweezers ortongs 4. Clearthe path and play again.

PREPARATION DIFFERENTIATION

1. Print,laminate, and cut out the pieces. Start by copying AB patterns. Add the third
2. Tapetwo pathstripstogether onthe back. strip whenready. Try AAB and ABB patterns for
3. Hide leaf circles in the filler. Set out the cards achallenge.

and strips.

LEARNING FOCUS Recognizing and extending patterns ¢« Sequencing ¢ Color

recognition ¢ Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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YOU WILL NEED HOW TO PLAY

* LeafDetective mat 1. Findaleafcircleinthe bin.

* Leafcircles (oneset) 2. Lookclosely atitsshape and veins.
* Shallow sensory bin 3. Placeit below the matchingleaf.
* Crinkle paper and fabric fallleaves 4. Fillthe mat.Check and play again.
*  Magnifying glass

Optional tweezers ortongs

PREPARATION DIFFERENTIATION

1. Printandlaminate. Cut out the leaf circles. Start with 2-3 leaf shapes. Gradually add
2. Place the mat beside the bin. more. Encourage words such as long, wide,
3. Addfillerand partly hide the circles. pointed, androunded.

LEARNING FOCUS Observing leaf features ¢ Sorting and classifying ¢ Visual

discrimination « Hand and eye coordination ¢ Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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long and
thin

LEAF CLUES

1. An adult describes a leaf, such as
“long and thin.”

2. Findtheleafthat matchesthe clue.

3. Checkittogether.

MATCH A PAIR

1. Hide two sets of leaf circles in the
bin.

2. Findaleafandlook closely.

3. Find another leaf with the same
shape.

WHAT'S MISSING?

1. Lookatthreeleafcircles.

2. Close your eyes while a partner
hides one.

3. Pointtothe missingleaf onthe mat.

TEACHER TIP Use both sets of leaf circles for Match a Pair.

© Lavinia Pop
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Line up the stem ends. Which leaf is longer?

YOU WILL NEED

Comparing and measuring mats

Leaf cutouts

Equal-size connecting cubes

Shallow bin with light brown crinkle paper
Optional dry-erase marker

PREPARATION

1. Printat 100%. Laminate and cut out.
2. Partly hide the leavesin thefiller.

3. Place the mats and cubes beside the bin.

HOW TO PLAY

1. Find two leaves. Align their stem ends at
the line on the comparing mat.

2. ldentify the longer and shorterleaf.

3. Choose one leaf to measure. Start the leaf
and cube row at the line. Place touching
cubesfromthe printed stem end to the tip.

4. Countthe cubes. Say orrecord the length.
Check and play again.

DIFFERENTIATION

Begin by comparing two very different
lengths. Infroduce cube measurement when
children areready.

LEARNING FOCUS Comparing length ¢ Nonstandard measurement ¢ Counting

* Math vocabulary ¢ Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop



Put the leaf on the box.

l © Lovinia Pop

YOU WILL NEED HOW TO PLAY

Position cards 1. Choose acard. Listen as an adultreadsit.
Leaf circles 2. Findoneleafcircleinthe bin.
Smalllightweight box withremovable lid 3. Move theleafto the position shown.
Shallow sensory bin 4. Say where the leaf is. Return it and play
Light tan crinkle paper and fabric fallleaves again.

PREPARATION DIFFERENTIATION

1. Print and laminate. Cut out the cards and Begin with in, on, and under. Model each
leaf circles. position. Add more cards as children are
2. Addfillerandloosely hide the leaf circles. ready.

3. Place the boxand cards beside the bin.

LEARNING FOCUS Positional language ¢ Following directions ¢ Spatial awareness

* Oral language * Fine motor skills

© Lavinia Pop
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